and pay £459 per

wiith Alrica Sky 2
person (hall board) on selected
My departures - a saving of £200

per person, Go to africasky.couk
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Agadir & Marrakech
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Winston have
made of this?

This famous hotel is more Moroccan than ever after
a £100m facelift. Adrian Mourby tested the water

blacks make the public areas dramat-
ic. A new subterranean spa has walls
of deep blue contrasted with bright

Stay the night
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LaMamounia, | orange leather upholstery. The one
Marrakech © | areathathas not been given avibrant
makeover is Le Bar Churchill, which
| R A A ’ | remains dark, intimate and smoky.
| = he Mamounia is the Dorch- | The rooms

| ester of NorthAfrica not just | The rooms and suites have been cut
| a hotel but a one-man- | 10207 bt still teem small by today’s
i Funm‘iu.:qknl standards. The décoris a triumph of

celebrities. Isguest listgoes  traditional Moroccan woodwor

back to Roosevelt and Churchill,
Hitcheock and Eric von Stroheim.
More recent celebrity guests include
Omar Sharif and Elton John as well
as Sarah Jessica Parker who stayed

| here during the filming of Sex and |

the City 2 But visitors in 2010 are sec-
it a very different Mamounia from
the Art Deco palace where Winston
propped his casel after the Second
World War. In 2006, the Grand Dame
of Marrakech closed for a three-year
refurbishment. only reopening. £100m
later, last September.

The French designer Jacques Gar- |
cla oversaw an overhaul that has left |
the new Mamounia something much
mote Moroccan than before. While |
its low wide corridors and intersect-
ing lobbies renmain Art Deco, the décor |
md.f is inspired by the great dynas-
uutha-wncemkdh:r\:: Almouwd

Almo-

h 1

stuccoandtiling. Guﬂ‘nﬁﬁmhmk
each room s elaborately restored but
this faux-riad style is wholly new,
sweeping the last remnants of
the old angularity, The beds have
Sealy mattresses and the linen is by
Garnier-Thiebaut. Bath products are
made especially for La Mamounia
using a special fragrance created for
the hotel by Olivia Giacobetti ooe of
the world's great perfumers.

The food and drink

You need alot of time - and money
= to 1ake advantage of all the places
to eat. A new restaurant alongside
the pool (Pavillon de la Piscine) has
breakfastanda Mediterranesn

| buffet lunch. An old house in the

has been converted into Le
Marocain, a traditional riad restau-
rmt.mdthaemnho!nhmmd

Frenct Just lunch st the Pavil-

arches,
had stucce, delicate Merenid tilewark |
and carved Saadian corbels, It retains |
m ture pink-and- gmcnfacadc. |
t there has been an expl

lon is £47 2 head without wine.
The extras

w!ouz within. Big reds, ytl]m nul

The M: ja Spa has many ways
to pamper you and alim your wallet.

Babymoons are ot just

Katy Holtand

= ~ | Areallthese celebrity pregnancies
[ [ B B R 'makinswubroodv?l’mmsamcam

to Pearl Lowe, media darlings
across the nation are announcing

| lite additionsto their amilies ke

| it's going out ol fashion.

I've done the sensible thing and
got adog instead. But | rather envy
pregnant women for one thing: they
get 1o go on batyymoons,

These last-chance pampering
Hlings hadn't been invented when |
| needed one, but today it's practically

'ﬁ\etaw!umncnupistome

a uxury holiday before they disap-

Prool players: The Mamounia Sy offers a variety of pampering treatments amii the deep blues of s traditional Moroccan Hhework

for first-time

pearmxinra giant mleu!uappsﬁ. |
|

dles booking preg:
“nancy holidays is growing all the
time. and high-end hotels are step-
ping up their game to meel the
demand. Couples want to make the
maost of this precious time together
before the baby amives.”
Whichis all wetl and good if you're |
expecting your first baby. But what #

ailm'alla LOm

a1

mothers

you're having your second (or third |

will happily le
wdaﬂa&ammm
Take the new Le Dune Resort

(01202 484858;

justsardinia.co.uk).
Mums-to-be will be massaged and
polished (and dads can be scrubbed
and wrapped in mud if they fancy).
Meanwhile, children from the age of

18 months to 16 years can enjoy soft I

play, arts and crafts 2nd all sorts of
fun activities at supervised clubs.

MarocMaroc skin care treatments,
Glassout for “capillary and body care”,
T.a Ric for nails and Majestic Rose for
“infinite body softness”. There is a
%hﬂuhmtﬂﬁﬂmm&u

The access
Childreniand small dogs are welcome.
m:mml‘::m with
disabilities, although the gravel gar-
den pathsmybcuhallmg:

The bill

Double rooms cost from 6,050 MAD

The address

La Mamounia, Avenue Bab Jdid, 40
040 Marrakech, Morocco (00 212 5
2433 8600;

| _ The newly refurbished Soar Mill
Cove in Devon (01548 561566,

‘ soarmilicove.co.uk) also welcomes
kids with open arms while offering

| respile 1o exhausted mums-with-
bumps. Children are well looked

! after:th are baby 1 iors,

] buulewammningw
tennis, bikes and a games room.

| Mums just lie down to be pampered

| with massages, pedicures and
Devon cream teas, The perfect
combination,

k holland@independent co.uk
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