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Four of the best famiy-friendly English seaside hotels, by Francesca Syz

emal travel inoGtol h.co.uk
BLAKENEY HOTEL NOHRTH NORFOLK v ey = T - - pcr
This traditional, tamidy-owned hotal sits right on the 1 2 . :
quay at Blakeney, looking out across 1o Biakeney Point, o Sy =L
a designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
whera seals bask on the sandbanka. ita 60 elegant
rooms are classic-conmemporary in style and several of
those on the ground Boor open out on to lendscaped
gardens. Children can stay in their parents’ rooms
frea of charga over the school Holidays, and thero are
children’s lunch menus available phus half portions
from the table dhote menu. The restaurant, bar and
terrace ol have panoramic views over the estuary
and the hotel's south-facing gardens are scatiered with |
sun loungérs. Tha hotel has digital televisions with
children's channels, a good-size indoor swimming-podl,
a games room with table tennis, pool and darts and
stacks of board games. In the immediate wenity,
children can go crabbing on the quay, mud shding |
{measy but fun) and visit a dinosaur park, a Sea Life |
Centre and a 200. There i 8 cogy drawing-room with
an open firs where the whole family can sprasd
on rany days. The detalls Doubles, £148-174
(01263-740797; blaknney-hotel.co.uk).

SOAR MILL COVE HOTEL SALCOMBE, DEVON Enid Biyton found inspiration for her children's stonies
at Scar Ml Cove, a glorious ittie sweep of goiden sand along the South West Coastal Patn. Owned and
run by three generations of the Makepeace family sinca 1978, the lovaly 22-room Soar Mill Cove Hotel has
| just reopenead after a refurbishment. It has always been great for familes, with Its ward-winning West
Courtry restaurant offering a special ‘Kids® High Tea' and Its two-bedroom suftes and family rooms with
private patios and sun ioungers. It can also supply all the necessary ciobber: cots, high chairs, homemade
baby lood, changing mats and baby monitors. For those with shghtly older childran there ane tennis courts,
pitch and putt, a games room, billiards and table tennis. There are also two spring-fed pocis fone indoor,
one out) and countiess other attractions such as mountain biking. coastal treks, caving and muitiple Blus
Flag beaches (picnics proviced). Join a Sunday coasting walk with prizes for identtying flora and fauna
N route, A prate treasure hunt, of onter the weekdy sandcaste competition. For the morne ntrepid, there s
body boarding. sea kayaking and BMX The detalls Doubles, £140-240 {scarmiicove.couk).

THE PLACE AT THE BEACH CAMBER, EAST SUSSEX Onca the 1960s Bius Dolphin Motel, the

Place at the Beach, overiooking eight-mie-long Camber Sands near Rye, had several incamations before

its current one. Eventually a diapidated BAB, it was bought in 2000 by Harry Cragoe (the co-founder
of PJ Smoothias) and Tudor Hopkina, formarty of the Loonard Hotel in Marble Arch, who transformed it |

into a stylish, unpretentious seaside hotel. It has 18 whitewashed, New England-style bedrooms including

four studios with their own private entrances, pus two cottages, the Officers House (sleeps nine)

and Seakale (six plus cot), a 10-minute drive away. Sea-based acthities feature high on the agenda.
The hotal offers kite surfing, beach buggying and other watersports and there's a two-day ‘Family Actvity |
Escape’ package (£505), which includes throe nights' accommeodation for a family of four and a |
two-day saling or windsurfing course for two children (kite surfing is £60 extra). A kidback dining-room |

sarves freth seafood and siow-rearnd local meat, and this summer it adds the decked outdoor Calé

at the Beach The detalls Doubles, £A5-125 [017697-225057; theplaceatthebeach.co.uk).

THE SANDBANKS DORSET Right naxt to a beautiful, seven-mie long Blue Flag beach of the same
nama, the Sandbanks is a tamily hotel through and through, with some reoms accommodating up 1o fve
people. What it lacks in sophistication (i foeis a bit cruise-ship), it makes up for in faclities 10 keep
everyona hapoy. It has an iIndoor swimming-pool, a soft playroom, chiloren's pirate ship and activity shack
and a beach on its doorstop patrofied by Meguards all summer. Thoro is also the Little Rainbows Nursery
for threa month-to-five-year-oids and the Funsters Coal Kids Club, offering sports, talont shows, fancy
dress and face painting and a teenagers’ Zone' for hanging out in. Surf Shack, a chilaren’s restaurant,
offers a vaned and healthy manu. In 2008 the hotel launched a Watorsports Academy offering windsurfing,
kite surfing, watersking, saling, kayaking and more, and i runs a children'’s club during the summer
holidays. Other highiights inchude the outdoor Terrace Bar above the beach and great-value treatments for
grown-ups (such as one-hour Dermalogica facials from £40) at the spa. The detalls Douties, £05-130
(DB44-880 B551; fiphotels co.uk) Naxt week: South African wilderness lodpes
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