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Nab End brought to life on stage

FROM PAGE

understand it, was anxious his book
wasn't thought of as a ‘misery memoir’.
He felt that, though it was a truthful
book set during hard times, it also
contained a lot of laughs,

“What I liked about the book were the
relationships — Billy's relationships
with his mother and father, and with his
friend Harold Watkins. And there are
also the figures Billy comes into contact
with who ‘educate’ him, or ‘enable’ him,
in the way that school failed to do.

“His grandmother Bridget, his
neighbour in Livingstone Road, Terence
Peek — and later Peter Shad, who

furthered Billy's political education,
Billy loved his parents and
acknowledged that they taught him
valuable ‘human’ lessons, but he was
also fortunate to have encountered a
series of people who recognised that he
had ‘something about him’, and their
counsel meant that he was able to see
wider possibilities, options outside of a
life in the mills.”

A large mill dominates the stage and
rotating sets show interiors and
exteriors of houses, based on those from
the streets of Blackburn. Several cotton
bails are also used on stage as props.

Acapella songs underscore parts of the
play, including a theme tune I'm Forever
Blowing Bubbles for William's mum,

alongside other sengs from the period
and traditional folk songs about the
cotton industry

Philip Goulding has written over 30
stage plays, 13 of which were with the
Coliseum's director Kevin, but he
revealed this production has been a
particular highlight.

He added: “T've enjoyed it very much.
So many great characters, of course; but
also the detail of the period, the politics
and, importantly, the humour It was
very impaortant to us from the beginning
that we honoured the spirit of the book.”

©THE ROAD TO NAB END — Oldham
Coliseumn, June 18 to July 10. Tickets
from the box office on 0161 624 2829.

TREASURE: The Soar Mill Cove Hotel in Salcombe

EVERY time we go to
Devon we discover a
treasure. And our last visit
unearthed a nugget to
behold.

Tucked away on the
South Hams' most
southern headland is a
retreat any stranger would
find difficult to locate.

You need directions to
Soar Mill Cove Hotel and
once let into the secret you
feel you have the key to an
almost mystical
experience.

The picturesque narrow
country lane leading down
to the hotel suddenly
opans up to a wonderful
panarama of breathtaking
undulating countryside
and scintillating seascape.

And nestled discreetly in
the midst of this beautiful
landscape is a single-
storey hotel hand-crafted
by its owners Keith and
Jenny Makepeace.

The hotel offers the
warmth and caringof a
homely bed and breakfast
but boasts the
accommodation, facilities
and menu of the high class
hotel it has become.

Only a short drive to the

at»

»» TURKEY: Anatolian
Sky (08448 757 681)
offers seven nights' B&B
from June 21 at four-star
hotel in Akyaka on Gulf of
Gokova for £458, saving
£148, departing ex-
Manchester.
»» CUBA: First Choice
(0871 200 4455) offers
seven nights' all-inclusive

By ALAN SIMPSON

riches of Salcombe,
Kingsbridge and my
favourite Hope Cove Soar
Mill has 22 luxurious
suites and bedrooms most
with sea views.

It has indoor and outdoor
pools, a tea garden and
tennis courts, a nine-hole
pitch and putt course, and
a games room with
snooker and table tennis
tables.

But it is the attention to
detail that makes Soar
Mill so appealing.

You could spend a week
just soaking up the
ambience of the idyllic
location either taking
short walks or just simply
plonking yourself down
and reading a book.

Come dinner, the menus
are as good as anything
you will find in the finest
of restaurants with lobster
always an option. Every
table in the splendid
dining area faces the sea
through floor to ceiling
windows.

Soar Mill Cove
Salcombe, Devon
01548 561 566

Rounding-up the latest
deals and travel news

at three-star plus resornt
from July 1 from £649,
saving £290, including
fights ex-Manchester and
transfers.
2> MALDIVES: First
Choice (0871 200
4455) offers 14 nights' half-
board at four-star Vilu Reel
from £1,335, saving £255,
ex-Manchester June 30.

Whalley Range Pharmacy @y

managing your medicines

1 Whalley Range, BB1 6DX

Mon - Sat/7.30am - 10.30pm
Sun/11.00am - 9.00pm

Tel : 01254 549 88

gner Fragrances
Available @ Upto

0%

OFF

—RRP—

& Free Prescription Ordering, Collection

& Delivery Service

& Free Confidential “Emergency Contraception”

& Smoking Cessation Service

& Wedispense medicine into dossette/blister packs

& Urdu & Gujrati speaking staff on duty at all times




