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Chair village sits on 

some historic gems 

L 
famiiywalks 

viisti RON FREETHY 

lOOKlNGal 
my walking diary of 

Lhe summer of 2009 

I see 1 was struggling 

with almost 

continuous rain. 
How different thirty 

are in 2010. Things may 

change but In late May ] 
loved the sun on my 
buck as I strolled 
through cnoof my 

Fj\ourl[e villages, 

uhich is Chipping. 

i From the or jiark 

turn left alone 
Church Ralkc Where 

thenarraw road forks, 

bear right and discend 

along a steep road. Look 

out fur the former chair 

and nimiture wuria 

sttualfd in a din 

through which runs 

Chipping Urook. 
Look ou! for a set of 

aione steps leading 
down (o the stream and 

which allowed local 

peopk' to do their 

wash me The associated 
cottages wore built for 

workers in Ihe cotton 

mill, which was once 

powered by a 

H-qterwheel which si ill 

exists. The old mill has 

more recently been 

used as a sawmill. 

Pass the sawmill on 
(he lull and ascund to 

ihe oMmill lodge. 

i .■ li no in- r. Fram Clithoroe and East 

Ljn",i.ri.rLr totlow tho B5245 to Longrtdge. Turn 

nghl on minor roads to clipping, TJiero is a car 

rt In the centra ol the vittage. 

Maps: OS Land rang a r 103 Blackburn and 

Bumtoy also 102 FreflsnanJ Blackpool. 

Walk: S'/i miles 

Tim*: Taka most of the day because there is so 

much lo soo. 

which is full of 

and is an impressive 

nature tOSOTwa f-ook 
left to see the mill lod^o 

and thu moiuiLmys of 
[he old water wheeL 

2 Look carefully to the 

ri[[hi about halftvay 

along the lodge path. 
There Is a signpost, at 
This time of year 

ElllO&flt hull) en by 

vegetation* Turn right 

find almost kmnBdlately 
look for a stile with an 
arrow inscribed upon ft. 

Cross the stile ;i]id boar 

richL 

The next too nulcfiis 

a visual joy and leads to 

;in area kr.ow as 

Burnslack. Initially the 
track rjscs steeply and 
the olivtotis hcuGenW5 
should be followed 

closely ignoring a 

iiumIvr of farm gates. 
Look out for views of 

Fariic Pike, which wns 
oncu on the ch;iin of 

beacon hills on which 

roht to 

warn of invasions. The 

path loads through a 

hollow and then up an 
incline towards Hirchun 

Lee (Birch Wood> Farm. 

Cross a footbridge lo 
Hurrvslack, 

T Al Birchen l^ee 

Farm turn sharp 
right and fnl low the 
obvious track to 

Chipping InHwn. 

4 Turn riflht and 

follow the eloar 
track thrcuRJi ihc 
grounds of Lcjinram 

IlalL which is visible on 

the rijihL 
c Descend from 

Ijragnini down to a 

narrow road and turn 

ritfht and then right 
Io Capping 

Mf Lookout for the 

old jmst olllce and 

examine a wallplaqun 

ThU n?conis tliat John 
Biabin once lived in 

this house, lie made his 

fortune from textiles 

and used his pnifits lo 

found a school and 

almshouses in 1683. 
Continue through the 

village and turn left 

nlony the narrow and 

weU named Windy 
Street. Hen; art the 

Brab in alms houses ;ind 

tiie old school arc found 

on the left The alms 

houses arc now 
privately owned and :ire 

kept in fine condition 

BeiumalongWindy 
Sortif and turn left. 

*■ Approach ihe 

chiirchonthcrieju, 
which is set on an 

incline and reached via 

a set of stone stt-ps and 

a metal gale. 

St Bartholomew's is 
one of the nuttt 

iurches In 

Lancashire and 

actually domuiates the 
archilecture of this 

fascinating village 

There was a church 
on thy site from at least 

10-11 but the main 

construction periods 
date from 1^40he solid 

looking lower was built 
inlSW. 

Inside thd stained 
glass Is both ancient 
and modern with a 

recent window 
dedicated to the Berry 
family who ran the 

chairandfumitLre 
works. 

From the chun± 

return to the car park 
via the Cobbled Corner 

cafe. 

Nab End brought to life on stage 
FROM PAGE 15 

undei5land it. was anxious his book 
wasn't thought of as a "misery memoir'. 

He fdi thiii. though n was ;i iruthfri 

book lei during hard times, it also 
comnlned n lot of laughs. 
"What 1 liked about the book mar the 

relationships — BQIy'srelatiDtishipi 
with his mother and father, anil w.ih his 
frionil Harold Watkms. And there are 

also the figures Billy comes inlo contact 

with who'educate'him, or'enable'him. 
in tlit way [hat school failed to do. 

"His grandmother Bridget, his 
neighbour in Livingstone Rod. 

Peck — and later Peter Shad, who 

furthered Billy's political education. 
Billy loved his parents and 

acknowlcdt^l ihm they taught Um 
valuable 'human' lessons, bui he was 
iilsofurtunalctoharaencouniereda 

series of people who recognised that he 
had 'something about him', and their 
cotinselmenntthiuhewasabletosee 
wider possibilities, options outside of a 

life in the mills." 

A large mill dominates the stage and 
rotating sets show Interiors and. 
exteriors of houses, based on those from 

the streets of Blackburn. St^era] cotton 
balls arc also used an stage iis props. 
AcapcUa songs underscore pans of the 

play Includinq a theme tune I'm Forever 

Blowing Bubbles fur William's mum. 

alongside other scngs from the penod 

and traditional folk songs about the 
cotton industry-

Philip Gouldlng has written over 30 
stage plays, 13 of which were with the 
Coliseum's director Kevin, but he 
revealed this production has been a 
particular highlight. 

fie added "I've enjoyed it very much. 
So many great characters, of course; but 

also the detail of the period, the politics 
and. Important];; the humour 1[ was 

very important to us frorn ihe beginning 

that we honoured the spirit of the book." 

■ THE ROAD TO NAB END — Oldhsm 

Coll so um, Juno 18 lo July 10. Tickets 

r.rf t:i the box omce on oi ■ i S2 

TRAVEL 

Hidden delights 

of south coast 

TREASURE: The Soar Mill Cove Hold in Salcombe 

EVERY time we go to 

Devon we discover a 

treasure. And our last visit 

unearthed a nugget to 
behold. 
Tucked away on the 

South Hams' most 
southern headland is a 

retreat any stranger would 
find difficult to locate. 

You need direct ions to 

Soar Mill Cove Hotel and 

once let into the secret you 

feel you have the key to an 
almost mystical 
experience. 

The picturesque narrow 

country lane leading down 

to the hotel suddenly 
opens up to a wonderful 

panarama of breathtaking 
undulating countryside 

and scintillatinc seascape. 
And nestled discreetly in 

the midst of this beautiful 
landscape ll a single-

storey hotel hand ■crafted 
by its owners Keith and 
Jenny Makepeace. 
The hotel offers the 

warmth and caring of a 

homely bed and breakfast 
but boasts the 

accommodation, facilities 
and menu of Ihe high class 

hotel it has become-

Only a short drive to the 

By ALAN SIMPSON 

riches of Salcombe. 

Kingshndge and my 
favourite Hope Cove Soar 
Mill has 22 luxurious 

suites and bedrooms most 
with sea views. 

It has indoor anu outdoor 

pools, a tea garden and 

tennis courts, a nine hole 
pitch and pun course, and 

a games room with 

snooker and table tennis 
tables. 

HuT It is the attention to 

detail that makes Soar 

Mill so appealing. 
You could spend a week 

just soaking up the 

ambience of the idyllic 
location either taking 

short walks or just simply 
plonking yourself down 
and reading a book-

Come dinner, the menus 
are aa kooiI as anything 

you will find in the finest 

of restaurants with lobster 

always an option. Every 
table in the splendid 
dining ma faces the sea 

through fioor to ceiling 
windows. 

Soar Mill Covo 

Sn I combe, Devon 

01W8 561 566 

GO MOW! Rounding-up ihe latest 
deals and travel news 

» TURKEY: Anatolian 
Sky (0&4J8 757 681| 

oflojs seven nights' B&B 

from June 21 al lour-star 

hotel in Akyada on Gulf oE 

Gokova lor £458, saving 
El 46, departing ei-

Manchester 

» CUBA: fitsi Choica 
(0371 200 44551 olfete 

seven nights' all-inclusive 

at Ihrco-slar plus resorl 

from July 1 1iomC649. 

samn £290, including 

dchis e>-Mar.chastei am) 
translcrs. 

» MALDIVES: First 

Choice (0871 200 
4455) oHers 14 nights'hall-

board al four-star Viiu Reef 

from £1,335, saving E255, 
en-Manchester June 30. 

Whalley Range Pharmacy 
i fiijnj.ji.ig youi r,1. ,11c• <•- ■ 

Designer Fragrances 
1 Whalley Range, BB1 6DX 

Mon - Sat / 7.30am -10.30pm 

Sun / 11.00am - 9.00pm 

Tel:: 01254 549 88 

Available @ Uplo 

50%SE 

S Free Prescription Ordering, Collection 

& Delivery Service 

5 Free Confidential "Emergency Contraception" 

4 Smoking Cessation Service 

4 We dispense medicine into doSiette/blisler packs 

6 Urdu & Gujrati speaking staff on duty at all times 


